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1. VPN ESSENTIALS

e What is a VPN?: A Virtual Private Network (VPN) encrypts your internet
connection, protecting your data from interception and eavesdropping.
e Why Do You Need a VPN?:
o Secure public Wi-Fi use
o Bypass geo-restrictions and censorship
o Protect against cyber threats and hacking
o Maintain online anonymity

2. SECURITY CHECKLIST

Feature Description Recommended Setting

Encryption Protocol Secure data transfer protocol AES-256 with OpenVPN or WireGuard
Key Exchange Secure key exchange method Elliptic Curve Diffie-Hellman (ECDH)
Authentication Verification method for secure connections Multi-Factor Authentication (MFA)

Kill Switch Automatically disconnects internet if VPN drops Enabled

Split Tunneling Allows selective routing of traffic through VPN Disabled (for maximum security)

DMS Leak Protection Prevents DNS queries from being exposed Enabled

IPv6 Leak Protection Prevents IPvb addresses from being exposed Enabled

3. PRIVACY CHECKLIST

Feature Description Recommended Setting
Logging Policy VPM provider's data logging practices Mo-Logs Policy
Jurisdiction Country where the VPN provider is based Privacy-Friendly Country (e.g.,

Switzerland)

Anonymous Payment Option to pay anonymously (e.qg., Available

cryptocurrencies)

P2P and Torrenting Support for peer-to-peer file sharing Allowed (with caution)

Simultaneous Mumber of devices that can connect at once At least 5

Connections



4. PERFORMANCE CHECKLIST

Feature Description Recommended Setting

Server Locations Mumber of servers and their geographical Extensive global coverage (=500 servers)

distribution

Server Speed Average server speed for optimal performance Fast (=50 Mbps)

Protocol Options  Variety of protocols for different use cases Multiple protocols (e.g.. OpenVPN, WireGuard,
IKEv2)

Device Support Compatibility with various devices and platforms Wide compatibility (incl. desktop, mobile, routers)

Customer Quality and availability of support channels 24/7 Live Chat and Email Support

Support

5. ADDITIONAL TIPS FOR ENHANCED SECURITY

REGULARLY UPDATE YOUR VPN SOFTWARE

USE STRONG, UNIQUE PASSWORDS FOR ALL ACCOUNTS

ENABLE TWO-FACTOR AUTHENTICATION (2FA) WHENEVER POSSIBLE
BE CAUTIOUS WITH PUBLIC WI-FI AND USE A VPN

MONITOR YOUR ACCOUNT ACTIVITY FOR SUSPICIOUS BEHAVIOR

VPN Provider Logging Policy Encryption Server Locations Price (Monthly)
ExpressVPN Mo-Logs AE5-256 94 countries, 160 servers 512.95
MNordWVPN Mo-Logs AES-256 59 countries, 5000+ servers $11.95
Surfshark Mo-Logs AE5-256 63 countries, 800+ servers $512.95
ProtonVPN Mo-Logs AES-256 55 countries, 1000+ servers $10.00

7. QUICK-START GUIDE TO SETTING UP YOUR VPN

e« CHOOSE A VPN PROVIDER: SELECT A PROVIDER FROM THE
COMPARISON CHART ABOVE.

e SIGN UP AND DOWNLOAD: CREATE AN ACCOUNT AND DOWNLOAD
THE VPN SOFTWARE.

e INSTALL AND LAUNCH: INSTALL THE SOFTWARE AND LAUNCH THE
VPN APPLICATION.

e« CONNECT TO A SERVER: SELECT A SERVER LOCATION AND CONNECT
TO THE VPN.

e VERIFY YOUR CONNECTION: ENSURE YOUR IP ADDRESS HAS
CHANGED AND YOU'RE CONNECTED SECURELY.
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